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TO WALTER SCOTT, ESQ., EDINBURGH.
oabltok house, January 19, 1815.
my dear sir, —You are deservedly so great a favorite
with the Prince Kegent, that Ms librarian is not only directed
to return you the thanks of his Eoyal Highness for your valu-
able present, but to inform you that the Prince Eegent par-
ticularly wishes to see you whenever you come to London •
and desires you will always, when you are there, come into his
library whenever you please. Believe me always, with sincer-
ity, one of your warmest-admirers, and most obliged friends,
J..S. clarke.
On hearing from Mr. Croker (then Secretary to the
Admiralty) that Scott was to be in town by the middle
of March, the Prince said, "Let me know when he
comes, and I '11 get up a snug little dinner that will suit
Mm;" and, after he had been presented and graciously
received at the levee, he was invited to dinner accord-
ingly, through his excellent friend Mr. Adam (now Lord
Chief Commissioner of the Jury Court in Scotland),1
who at that time held a confidential office in the royal
household. The Eegent had consulted with Mr. Adam
also as to the composition of the party. "Let us have,"
said he, "just a few friends of his own — and the more
Scotch the better;" and both the Chief Commissioner
and Mr. Croker assure me that the party was the most
interesting and agreeable one in their recollection. It
comprised, I believe, the Duke of York — the late Duke
of Gordon (then Marquis of Huntly) — the Marquis of
Hertford (then Lord Yarmouth) — the Earl of Fife —
1 This most amiable and venerable gentleman, my dear and kind friend,
died at Edinburgh on the 17tibi February, 1889, in the 80th year ol Ms
age. He retained his strong mental faculties in their perfect rigor to the
last days of this long life, and with them all the warmth of social feelings
•which had endeared him to all who were so happy as to have any oppor-
tunity of knowing him. The reader will find an ajfectionat© tribute to
his worth, from Sir Walter Scott's Diary, in a sulbsequent roluna© of these
Memoirs. —(March, 1839.)

